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Table SRD-7

Federal obligations for research, by agency and S&E field: FY 2020
(Millions of dollars and percent share)

Agency
All federal 
obligations

Computer sciences and 
mathematics

Environmental 
sciences

Life 
sciences

Physical 
sciences Psychology

Social 
sciences

Other 
sciences nec Engineering

Millions of dollars
All agencies 85,305 5,912 5,039 42,525 8,420 3,276 1,137 5,773 13,222

Departments
Department of Agriculture 2,388 7 18 1,992 100 * 153 0 118
Department of Commerce 1,361 171 484 90 263 0 47 41 265
Department of Defense 8,915 2,599 386 1,085 689 96 131 1,105 2,826
Department of Education 189 0 0 0 0 0 189 0 0
Department of Energy 10,525 1,541 436 509 4,474 0 0 383 3,181
Department of Health and Human 
Services 44,234 338 547 35,570 109 2,956 248 1,923 2,543

Department of Homeland Security 225 14 8 71 28 0 0 27 78
Department of the Interior 698 3 461 213 1 0 9 1 12
Department of Justice 85 5 1 12 6 2 51 5 2
Department of Labor 5 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0
Department of State 30 0 0 28 0 0 2 0 0
Department of Transportation 900 37 35 8 3 18 2 73 726
Department of the Treasury 50 0 0 0 49 0 0 0 0
Department of Veterans Affairs 1,536 0 0 1,231 0 167 0 70 68

Other agencies
Administrative Office of the U.S. 
Courts 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Agency for International 
Development 135 0 0 125 0 0 10 0 0

Appalachian Regional Commission 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Environmental Protection Agency 412 9 170 163 10 0 2 0 58
Federal Communications 
Commission 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Federal Trade Commission 6 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0
Library of Congress 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 6,394 0 1,513 125 1,653 0 0 1,017 2,086

National Science Foundation 6,351 1,182 951 752 1,032 37 208 1,022 1,167
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 68 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 67
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Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Trust Fund 470 0 0 470 0 0 0 0 0

RESTORE Act Centers of Excellence 
Research Grants Program 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0

Smithsonian Institution 210 0 22 82 2 0 0 104 0
Social Security Administration 70 0 0 0 0 0 70 0 0
Tennessee Valley Authority 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
U.S. Agency for Global Media 5 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0
U.S. Postal Service 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18

Share by field (%)
All agencies 100.0 6.9 5.9 49.9 9.9 3.8 1.3 6.8 15.5

Departments
Department of Agriculture 100.0 0.3 0.7 83.4 4.2 0.0 6.4 0.0 4.9
Department of Commerce 100.0 12.6 35.6 6.6 19.3 0.0 3.4 3.0 19.4
Department of Defense 100.0 29.1 4.3 12.2 7.7 1.1 1.5 12.4 31.7
Department of Education 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Department of Energy 100.0 14.6 4.1 4.8 42.5 0.0 0.0 3.6 30.2
Department of Health and Human 
Services 100.0 0.8 1.2 80.4 0.2 6.7 0.6 4.3 5.7

Department of Homeland Security 100.0 6.0 3.5 31.6 12.3 0.0 0.0 12.1 34.5
Department of the Interior 100.0 0.4 65.9 30.5 0.1 0.0 1.2 0.1 1.7
Department of Justice 100.0 6.5 1.0 14.1 7.6 1.9 60.8 5.9 2.1
Department of Labor 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Department of State 100.0 0.0 0.0 93.3 0.0 0.0 6.7 0.0 0.0
Department of Transportation 100.0 4.1 3.9 0.9 0.3 2.0 0.2 8.1 80.6
Department of the Treasury 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4
Department of Veterans Affairs 100.0 0.0 0.0 80.1 0.0 10.9 0.0 4.6 4.4

Other agencies
Administrative Office of the U.S. 
Courts 100.0 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Agency for International 
Development 100.0 0.0 0.0 92.9 0.0 0.0 7.1 0.0 0.0

Appalachian Regional Commission 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission 100.0 0.0 95.0 0.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Environmental Protection Agency 100.0 2.1 41.2 39.5 2.4 0.0 0.6 0.0 14.2
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Federal Communications 
Commission 100.0 16.7 0.0 0.0 25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 58.3

Federal Trade Commission 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Library of Congress 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 100.0 0.0 23.7 2.0 25.9 0.0 0.0 15.9 32.6

National Science Foundation 100.0 18.6 15.0 11.8 16.2 0.6 3.3 16.1 18.4
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 98.8
Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Trust Fund 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

RESTORE Act Centers of Excellence 
Research Grants Program 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Smithsonian Institution 100.0 0.0 10.4 39.1 0.8 0.0 0.0 49.7 0.0
Social Security Administration 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Tennessee Valley Authority 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0
U.S. Agency for Global Media 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
U.S. Postal Service 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0

* = amount greater than $0 but less than $50.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

Note(s):
Research includes basic research and applied research. Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Only those agencies and subdivisions that had obligations in variables represented by this 
table appear in the table.

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research and Development, Volume 70, FYs 2020–21. 
 
Science and Engineering Indicators
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